THK WORKS OK ArtJIM'INh         <i»
on sexu.tl relation1-, \viiiih were iss"tv »*«• Is1.. shared by Jerome and Ambrose, -AHC r\4 fr.u^/,'^ unhappy. The roof idea uf his whnle j»h:l«''•**)••*'* is that there is something unhallowed in the vnv nature of sexual feeling, and cH|*cii,i!iy sc^u.»i intetvoursc. The ilireU »uul nbvitHtn vttju!ii'»s««« from thi"* theory was u high enunuife ««l j»h);»i*-*l integrity, uiui Augustine wrote u gl«>wini» cul»»j,t> of it in a Mnall wurk On l'^n;mc>hft M*«»H .ificr is-** conversion (;ib«mt iy>). I;ive «>r stv ye.ir* LiCcr he vvas conccrneti Co hrav oj' the Muve-*". tif clic monk jnviui.in us ,m.uking the cult <»f vjr^j»5i\, aiu! he ilevelnpeti .uul tlefeiule*! I he .i-.irfu vi»-4\ in two works On /yWV yi)\[ii;i;\- .uu! O« f,'..^';^.;.' /,ry;r. The latter w«»rk is, prrh,4p"», thr !c%i-.f attractive, though by nn mean'* the least mteicst ing, "t Augtr.tine's writings. As the ttptiiiMin expressed in it arc usually concealed by hr» biographers, an«l are, nevertheless, partiitilarlv instructive, it may IK: well to eitlurj'e a htrle «>i» tht'in. Matrimony being a divine inshtutjfn, Augustine has to seek in if the element whuh consecrates, or le^ttunises, the sexual uuUil^;en*c it iiuplicH, This he Funk in provreatton ; though in one place he tinmilyiuUis its utility in rcmovtti^ the stress «4' tcnsptatiun. !«'n»w st> narrow a«ui